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This custom tour commenced on the 5™ of January 2017 in Colombo and terminated back
there on the 16" of January 2017. The tour covered a circuit of southwestern Sri Lanka and
visited the following major birdwatching areas: Kitulgala, Sinharaja. Udawalawe, Bundala,
Nuwara Eliya, and Kandy with several stop-offs at other sites as we were traveling.

Sri Lanka is a continental island and had been connected to India for much of its geological
past through episodes of lower sea level. Despite these land-bridge connections, faunal
exchange between the rainforests found in Southern India and Sri Lanka has been minimal.
This lack of exchange of species is probably due to the inability of rainforest organisms to
disperse though the interceding areas of dry lowlands. These dry lowlands are still dry today
and receive only one major rainy season, whereas Sri Lanka’s ‘wet zone’ experiences two
annual monsoons. This long insularity of Sri Lankan biota in a moist tropical environment
has led to the emergence of a bewildering variety of endemic biodiversity. This is why
southwestern Sri Lanka and the Western Ghats of southern India are jointly regarded as one
of the globe’s 34 biodiversity hotspots. Furthermore, Sri Lanka is the westernmost
representative of Indo-Malayan flora, and its abundant birdlife also shows many such
affinities.

A total of 243 bird species was recorded during this tour, among them 33 of the 34 currently
recognized (IOC 6.4) endemics with excellent views and photographs of Serendib Scops
Owl, Sri Lanka Whistling Thrush, and Sri Lanka Thrush, as well as a range of exciting
migrants such as Pied Thrush, Kashmir Flycatcher, and Indian Pitta.

Sri Lanka 2017: Custom Tour Report

Day 1, 5" January 2017: Arrival into Katunayake and transfer to Negombo
Bill arrived late afternoon and transferred across to the hotel on the coast just in time to watch
the sun set and see a stream of thousands of House Crows flying over to their roost site.

Day 2, 6! January 2017: Negombo to Kitulgala

An early start saw us leaving our hotel before the sun was up. We met up with Lester, our
excellent local guide for the tour, and made our way to our first and most important stop of
the day — breakfast! Plenty of common roadside birds were seen along the way, such as
Brahminy Kite, Great Egret, Eastern Cattle Egret, Rose-ringed Parakeet, Common
Myna, and Red-vented Bulbul. A family group of White-breasted Waterhen, several
Indian Pond Herons, and an inquisitive House Crow provided some entertainment while
we ate breakfast.

We continued our journey for another couple of hours until we arrived at the small village of
Kitulgala. We checked into our riverside hotel, with stunning views of the river and adjacent
rainforest, and had a walk around the garden, adding lots of new and exciting species,
including our first endemics: Sri Lanka Hanging Parrot, Sri Lanka Swallow, Sri Lanka
Grey Hornbill, and Yellow-fronted Barbet. Other non-endemic but equally exciting species
(it was our first day’s birding!) included Black Eagle, Crested Serpent Eagle, Asian Palm
Swift, Oriental Magpie-Robin, Yellow-billed Babbler, White-bellied Drongo (the white-
vented ‘leucopygialis’ subspecies), Jerdon’s Leafbird, Blyth’s Reed Warbler, Sykes’s
Warbler, Pale-billed Flowerpecker, Purple-rumped Sunbird, Loten’s Sunbird, and Grey
Wagtail. It was actually difficult to know where to look!

After the first of many tasty and somewhat spicy meals we took an afternoon walk in some
nearby rainforest. It didn’t take too long to locate our prime target in the area, the relatively
recently discovered (2001), Endangered (BirdLife), restricted range, and rare endemic
Serendib Scops Owl. We watched a pair of birds as they roosted in a thick tangle of
vegetation over a small stream. It was a real privilege to see these gorgeous birds so well!
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During our time in the forest we also had two more new endemics, Spot-winged Thrush and
Crimson-backed Flameback, along with Dark-fronted Babbler, Indian Blue Robin,
Malabar Trogon, Black-naped Monarch, and Brown-breasted Flycatcher. Non-birding
highlights included common green forest lizard and purple-faced langur.

s
Serendib Scops Owl

Day 3, 7t January 2017: Kitulgala

A pre-breakfast walk around the gardens near our hotel provided many exciting birds. Green
Imperial Pigeons were noticeable as they flew across the valley and later seen well perched,
as were Common Emerald Dove and the endemic Sri Lanka Green Pigeon. A pair of
Lesser Yellownape and the endemic Red-backed Flameback showed nicely in coconut
palm trees. Green Warbler and Indian Paradise Flycatcher showed well, briefly, before
vanishing. Brown-breasted Flycatcher and Asian Brown Flycatcher were in view just after
each other, allowing a great comparison of these two similar species, but we got distracted by
a low flyover of Crested Honey Buzzard.

Parrots were very much in evidence, with Alexandrine Parakeet, the endemic Layard’s
Parakeet, and Sri Lanka Hanging Parrot all seen well.

The endemic Chestnut-backed Owlet taunted us for a while in dense vegetation before it
was eventually found, and good views were had. It was, however, flushed by a huge, rare
Legge’s Hawk-Eagle that briefly landed right above our heads!
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Back walking around the grounds of our hotel and the neighboring property after breakfast
we found yet more birds: Golden-fronted Leafbird, Forest Wagtail, Orange Minivet, Bar-
winged Flycatcher-shrike, Lesser Yellownape, Red-backed Flameback, Black-hooded
Oriole, another (more cooperative) Chestnut-backed Owlet, Layard’s Parakeet, Sri
Lanka Hanging Parrot, and Crested Serpent Eagle. A great morning!

Chestnut-backed Owlet (photo by tour participant William Fiero)

During the afternoon we took a walk along a stream among a tea plantation and a scrubby
area. Here we found a stunning Indian Pitta that showed very well. Indian Paradise
Flycatcher with full tail streamers provided some interest and elegance, as did Tickell’s Blue
Flycatcher, Common Emerald Dove, Southern Hill Myna, Common lora, Oriental
White-eye, Orange-billed Babbler, and a rather smart male endemic Sri Lanka
Junglefowl. Overhead Crested Treeswift, Indian Swiftlet, Little Swift, Asian Palm Swift,
Barn Swallow, and Sri Lanka Swallow were all evident. We enjoyed watching Square-

www.birdingecotours.com info@birdingecotours.com



http://www.birdingecotours.com/
mailto:info@birdingecotours.com

5|T R 1 P REPORT Sri Lanka Custom Tour 2017

tailed, Red-vented, and Yellow-browed Bulbuls bathing in the stream and heard Slaty-
legged Crake that would just not come out into view — but nice to hear nevertheless!

© Andy Walker/Birding Ecotours 2017 i ¥
Indian Pitta

Day 4, 8" January 2017: Kitulgala to Sinharaja Forest Reserve

After breakfast, during which we soaked up a final view of the gorgeous river and rainforest
vista and enjoyed seeing Common Kingfisher, we commenced our journey to our
accommodation near the rainforest of the Sinharaja Forest Reserve, a national park and a
UNESCO World Heritage Site. We made a couple of roadside stops along the way, seeing
Black Eagle, Crested Honey Buzzard, Crested Goshawk, Asian Openbill, White-
throated Kingfisher, Ashy Woodswallow, and Brown Shrike.

We arrived at our accommodation around noon and were soon sampling some very fine food.
While eating lunch we noted a rather showy, sunbathing garden lizard as Green Imperial
Pigeon, Layard’s Parakeet, and Yellow-browed Bulbul moved around the restaurant.
During the afternoon we took a rather bumpy jeep ride up the hill behind our accommodation,
and here we found a range of new and exciting species. Our first bird in this area was the
endemic Sri Lanka Spurfowl, closely followed by Large-billed Leaf Warbler and Brown-
breasted Flycatcher. After a gain in altitude we found several Brown Shrikes and Blue-
tailed Bee-eaters busily foraging within small tea plantations.

It didn’t take long to find a bird wave (mixed-species foraging flock) once we entered the
rainforest, with the secretive and rather difficult-to-see endemic Red-faced Malkoha
eventually giving itself up and allowing good views. A vociferous group of endemic Sri
Lanka Scimitar Babblers showed much more easily, as did the endemic Sri Lanka
Drongo. Here we also found Velvet-fronted Nuthatch, Green Warbler, Orange-billed
Babbler, and Black-naped Monarch.

Although its name might suggest it is an endemic, the Sri Lanka Frogmouth is not actually
an endemic, it also occurs in the Western Ghats in southern India. We didn’t let this dampen
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our spirits on seeing a pair of these small frogmouths roosting low down in some vines. It
was great to see the open mouth of this species, as one of the birds yawned for us!

A quiet, seeping call alerted us to the presence of the endemic Sri Lanka Thrush, which
unfortunately hadn’t read the script and didn’t show itself, but while waiting for the thrush we
got good looks at a family group of the beautiful endemic Ashy-headed Laughingthrush,
and the endemic Sri Lanka Blue Magpie was vocal. As we ambled back to our waiting jeep
and the bumpy track to our accommodation we found two new endemics: two or three
Brown-capped Babblers in the undergrowth and several Sri Lanka Hill Mynas preparing
to go to roost. Non-birding interest was provided by ruddy mongoose, common striped
squirrel, and dusky-striped squirrel.

‘@

Day 5, 9t January 2017: Sinharaja area

We took a riverine drive along another bumpy jeep track first thing, armed with our cameras
and packed breakfast. On arrival at our forested destination we were quickly enjoying views
of Sri Lanka Green Pigeon. Soon afterwards we were watching a pair of Sri Lanka
Junglefowl and Spot-winged Thrush, and then one of the star attractions walked into view —
a pair of Sri Lanka Spurfowl. We’d seen all of these endemic birds before, but it was nice to
see them again so well and at close range. The endemic Green-billed Coucal called once,
and a short while later it flew into view, and for the next ten minutes this often-secretive
species showed very well indeed. The songs of Tickell’s Blue Flycatcher, Brown-capped
Babbler, Yellow-billed Babbler, Orange-billed Babbler, Yellow-fronted Barbet, and
Square-tailed Bulbul rang out. Other species noted here included Red-faced Malkoha, Sri
Lanka Blue Magpie, Common Emerald Dove, Green Imperial Pigeon, Blyth’s Reed
Warbler, Southern Hill Myna, Sri Lanka Hill Myna, and Brown-capped Pygmy
Woodpecker.
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Sri Lanka Spurfowl
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Spot-winged Thrush

A couple of roadside stops nearby provided Greater Coucal (subspecies parrotii, ‘Southern
Coucal’), Scaly-breasted Munia, White-rumped Munia, Crested Serpent Eagle, a pair of
displaying Shikra, Black-headed Cuckooshrike, and Black-hooded Oriole.

We explored the small grounds of our hotel and found a good number of species such as
Legge’s Flowerpecker, White-browed Fantail, Asian Brown Flycatcher, Brown-
breasted Flycatcher, Sri Lanka Hanging Parrot, Sri Lanka Green Pigeon, Large-billed
Leaf Warbler, and Green Warbler. It was then time for another wonderful lunch and a
siesta.

After our lunchtime break we enjoyed a cup of Sri Lankan tea, sat on the balcony of the hotel,
and watched Oriental White-eye, Legge’s Flowerpecker, Black-hooded Oriole, Crested
Treeswift, Brown-backed Needletail, and Orange-billed Babblers foraging. We then
headed out around the hotel grounds and the adjacent countryside. Here we saw a skulking
Slaty-legged Crake in a damp area and an elegant, white-phased Indian Paradise
Flycatcher sporting over-one-foot-long, ribbon-like tail streamers. A spectacular beacon in
the dark undergrowth! Along an open area palm trees held a gorgeous male Plum-headed
Parakeet and Layard’s Parakeet, with Sri Lanka Hanging Parrot seemingly everywhere.
White-browed Bulbul, Yellow-browed Bulbul, and Black-capped Bulbul all joined the
much more common Square-tailed Bulbul and Red-vented Bulbul. A pair of Red-backed
Flameback put in a brief appearance, and a pair of endemic Crimson-fronted Barbet and a
Yellow-fronted Barbet allowed prolonged views.

As we reached our hotel a cracking Rufous-bellied Hawk-Eagle gave a rather nice flyby in
front of the moon and a Sri Lanka Scimitar Babbler and Oriental Magpie-Robin
serenaded us to end a great day’s birding.
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Day 6, 10" January 2017: Sinharaja Forest Reserve

An early start saw us greeted by a Chestnut-backed Owlet, and then we were heading up the
bumpy jeep track to walk a trail in the rainforest, just making brief stops along the way for a
perched Changeable Hawk-Eagle (endemic subspecies, ceylanensis, ‘Crested Hawk-Eagle’)
and Brown Shrike. As we approached our destination one of our targets gave themselves
away by their distinctive call. It took a short game of chase to get good views, but eventually
they came and we enjoyed some good looks at a family group of Sri Lanka Blue Magpie.
We walked around a small clearing, and activity was high with Green Imperial Pigeon and
Sri Lanka Green Pigeon perched in many treetops. Sri Lanka Drongo, Square-tailed
Bulbul, Ashy-headed Laughingthrush, Legge’s Flowerpecker, and Yellow-fronted
Barbet were all in evidence.

We walked along a forested trail, finding a rather elusive and uncooperative female Malabar
Trogon but then enjoyed some showy Brown-capped Babblers and Dark-fronted
Babblers as a Spot-winged Thrush serenaded us. Noisy flocks of White-faced Starling and
Sri Lanka Hill Myna were noted flying over. We found a ‘bird wave’ that contained several
Ashy-headed Laughingthrushes, Orange-billed Babbler, Orange Minivet, Velvet-
fronted Nuthatch, Asian Brown Flycatcher, Brown-breasted Flycatcher, Large-billed
Leaf Warbler, Green Warbler, Blyth’s Reed Warbler, and Sri Lanka Drongo, but the
highlight here was a stunning male Malabar Trogon that showed well as it fed.

We headed off the hill back to our accommodation for lunch and a siesta; on the way down,
however, a nice lady told us about Sri Lanka Frogmouth roosting in her garden, so we made
a brief stop to look at this great bird and bettered our previous views of this species.

Sri Lanka Frogmouth

A relaxed afternoon walk near our accommodation gave us better views of Sri Lanka Blue
Magpie and further looks at Sri Lanka Drongo, Spot-winged Thrush, Banded Bay
Cuckoo, Crimson-backed Flameback, Forest Wagtail, and numerous Common Emerald
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Doves. However, a real highlight of the afternoon was close views of a sleeping Sri Lankan
green pitviper and Layard’s palm squirrel.
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Day 7, 11 January 2017: Sinharaja to Udawalawe National Park

After a leisurely breakfast, watching Sri Lanka Hill Myna and Legge’s Flowerpecker, we
made the beautifully scenic, windy drive to the much drier Udawalawe. A couple of stops
were made along the way, once for a Changeable Hawk-Eagle sitting on a nest near the road
and another for a juvenile Crested Serpent Eagle sitting in a palm tree close to the road.
Once in Udawalawe we checked out a cleverly camouflaged Indian Scops Owl that showed
very well as it sat in its tree hole. We then took a brief walk in some scrub near the reservoir,
where we saw a few new waterbirds, but the bush birds were our main target, and we enjoyed
great views of Black-hooded Oriole, Green Bee-eater, Blue-tailed Bee-eater, Indian
Roller, Richard’s Pipit, Jerdon’s Bush Lark, White Wagtail, Western Yellow Wagtail,
and Grey-breasted Prinia. A pair of vocal White-bellied Sea Eagles were noted displaying
overhead. We also saw a couple of Asian elephants along the reservoir’s edge.

¢ 3\\". "" 7~ ';
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It was pretty hot by now, so we checked into our new hotel and enjoyed a very nice lunch
before a short break ahead of an afternoon game drive in Udawalawe National Park.

Our afternoon drive around the national park was incredible. We saw so many Asian
elephants we lost count! There were plenty of other animals too, like Indian hare, wild water
buffalo, chital (spotted deer), Indian grey mongoose, toque macaque, and southern grey
langur. The most prevalent birds were bee-eaters, with Green Bee-eater and Blue-tailed
Bee-eater showing well at very close range. Overwintering Grey-bellied Cuckoo and Lesser
Cuckoo joined resident Jacobin Cuckoo. Rosy Starlings were numerous with thousands of
birds seen. Small birds were abundant: Jerdon’s Bush Lark, Blyth’s Pipit, Western Yellow

Indlan Roller
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Wagtail, Yellow-eyed Babbler, Ashy Prinia, Jungle Prinia, Plain Prinia, Blyth’s Reed
Warbler, Lesser Whitethroat, Brown Shrike, and Indian Robin. Color was provided by
Orange-breasted Green Pigeon, Alexandrine Parakeet, Plum-headed Parakeet, Rose-
ringed Parakeet, Yellow-crowned Woodpecker, Indian Roller, Coppersmith Barbet, and
the aforementioned bee-eaters. Many of the above gave excellent photographic opportunities.
But the real colorful highlight here was the simply breathtaking male Indian Peafowl, more
commonly called ‘peacocks’. Some of these birds were exhibiting some of the longest and
most-pristine tails possible. Beautiful birds; their haunting calls were ringing out frequently.

Indlan Peafowll

A stop at the reservoir gave us a wide range of waterbirds. Highlights here included Lesser
Adjutant, Spot-billed Pelican, and Painted Stork. A couple of Barred Buttonquail were
also recorded here. Several White-bellied Sea Eagles, Crested Serpent Eagle, Changeable
Hawk-Eagle, and Brahminy Kites were also present.
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We finished off a great day by listening to a ‘dusk chorus’ of at least five Indian Pittas
busily calling, then finding Indian Nightjar and Jerdon’s Nightjar near our hotel, with
Black-crowned Night Heron and Indian flying foxes overhead.

© Andy Walker/Birding Ecotours 2017
Indian Nightjar

Day 8, 12t January 2017: Udawalawe to Bundala National Park

We took an early breakfast and went to our nightjar site from the previous day. Here during
the early morning the place was literally buzzing. We got our main target pretty quickly, a
vocal Marshall’s Tora, soon followed by Black-headed Cuckooshrike, the endemic Sri
Lanka Woodshrike, and Orange-breasted Green Pigeon, with a couple of Red-rumped
Swallows overhead among hundreds of Barn Swallows. On moving into some slightly more
open areas we found a flock of over one hundred Ashy-crowned Sparrow-Larks, with a
sprinkling of Jerdon’s Bush Lark, Oriental Skylark, Blyth’s Pipit, Paddyfield Pipit, and
Western Yellow Woagtail. A small flock of Yellow-wattled Lapwing were very
inconspicuous, hiding within some low scrub, as opposed to their close relative, Red-wattled
Lapwing, which was very conspicuous and vociferous. A real early highlight of the day was
watching a displaying male Indian Peafowl! (‘peacock’) with his tail all splayed out as he
turned around trying to impress a female (‘peahen’) and/or maintain his dominance over
other males.

We headed southwest towards Bundala, our next base, making a couple of stops at some
wetland sites on the way. As these were our first visits to such sites the new birds came thick
and fast, with highlights including Grey-headed Fish Eagle, Lesser Whistling Duck,
Cotton Pygmy Goose, Northern Pintail, Garganey, Painted Stork, Oriental Darter,
Black-headed Ibis, many herons and egrets, Great Stone-curlew, lots of other shorebirds
(e.g. Lesser Sand Plover, Little Ringed Plover, Green, Common, Marsh, and Wood
Sandpipers, Common Greenshank, Common Redshank, Black-tailed Godwit, and Little
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Stint), Little, Gull-billed, White-winged, and Whiskered Terns, and stunning Pheasant-
tailed Jacanas. Kingfishers were also evident, with several Common Kingfishers, Pied
Kingfisher, and White-throated Kingfisher all showing well. Passerines highlights here
included nesting Streaked Weaver and Baya Weaver, along with foraging Tricolored
Munia.

The late morning saw us take a brief drive along the edge of Bundala National Park, where
we found a mugger (crocodile) as well as many of the species listed above, with the addition
of Watercock, Grey-headed Swamphen, and Glossy Ibis and better views of Great Stone-
curlew.

After an enjoyable lunch and a short break we jumped into a jeep for a trip through Bundala
National Park, an important Ramsar site. Here we birded through some dry scrub, flooded
wetland areas, and salt pans. We got better views of many of the waterbirds and passerines
already mentioned above (and seen in Udawalawe the previous day) but also saw plenty of
new and exciting birds such as Black Bittern, Yellow Bittern, Cinnamon Bittern, Striated
Heron, Glossy Ibis, Eurasian Spoonbill, Spot-billed Pelican, Indian Cormorant, Indian
Stone-curlew, Pacific Golden Plover, Grey Plover, Common Ringed Plover, Kentish
Plover, Terek Sandpiper, Ruddy Turnstone, Brown-headed Gull, Caspian Tern,
Greater Crested Tern, Eurasian Collared Dove, Eurasian Hoopoe, and Clamorous Reed
Warbler.

A real highlight was a small patch of reedbed, where we saw Greater Painted-snipe,
Ruddy-breasted Crake, and Slaty-breasted Rail all within one square meter of mud! As if
this wasn’t excitement enough, another surprise came in the form of a stunning male Purple
Sunbird that flew around our jeep for quite a while. It even flew into it looking for insects,
landing on the end of Andy’s camera and hanging there for a short while!

It was a long but highly memorable day that finished with a glorious sunset, an impressive
full moon rise, great meals, and a day list of almost 140 species.
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Day 9, 13t January 2017: Bundala to Nuwara Eliya

Some pre-breakfast birding near a palm stand produced the hoped-for White-naped
Woodpecker and Jungle Owlet and also gave our best views of Brown-headed Barbet and
Zitting Cisticola. As we drove back to our hotel we were lucky enough to witness a feeding
frenzy on a lake, as circa five hundred Little Cormorants, eighty-five Spot-billed Pelicans,
and numerous assorted terns pushed a school of fish toward the lake edge, where around a
hundred mixed herons and egrets waited for the food to come to them — highlight here was a
close Black Bittern.

After breakfast we commenced our long and windy uphill journey to Nuwara Eliya. We just
made one birding stop along the way, where we found a beautiful roosting Brown Wood
Owl. Also in this small patch of woodland we saw the endemic Sri Lanka Wood Pigeon and
Sri Lanka Junglefowl, Grey-headed Canary-flycatcher, Sri Lanka Scimitar Babbler,
Tickell’s Blue Flycatcher, Cinereous Tit, Black-naped Monarch, and Large-billed Leaf
Warbler.

Brown Wood Owl

We took a rather late lunch and then headed out and about to several areas around Nuwara
Eliya. Our first stop produced the breathtaking male Pied Thrush, along with a female/first-
winter bird. Here we also had a very brief and uncooperative female/first-winter Kashmir
Flycatcher that did not hang around for ‘tickable’ views, but we did get half a dozen Forest
Wagtails that showed well.

Our second late-afternoon stop proved rather productive with a stunning male Kashmir
Flycatcher and three new and equally impressive endemics: Yellow-eared Bulbul, Sri
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Lanka White-eye, and Dull-blue Flycatcher. An interesting Phylloscopus warbler here
turned out to be a Greenish Warbler when it started calling.

Our final stop of the day was for the super-secretive endemic Sri Lanka Whistling Thrush.
We need not have worried, as no sooner had we arrived at the spot that we were watching a
male bird down at a few feet. A short while later we were joined by a female too. A real
privilege to see this bird so well, and so easily! While here we also had the endemic Sri
Lanka Bush Warbler and the migratory Indian Blue Robin, which completed a great day’s
birding!

’ : r-.-t - -
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Sri Lanka Whistling Thrush

Day 10, 14t January 2017: Horton Plains National Park and surrounds

The earliest start of the tour saw us leaving our hotel at 5 a.m. for an uphill drive to some
highland birding sites in Horton Plains National Park. We spent most of our time around
2,200 meters. Our first site at dawn was the salubrious location of the park toilets, where we
quickly saw Indian Blackbird (a potential future split as ‘Sri Lanka Blackbird’), a stunning
male Indian Blue Robin, Sri Lanka Bush Warbler, Sri Lanka Junglefowl, and again
heard Sri Lanka Thrush — but again it did not show; this was getting frustrating! As we
moved along through the forest we picked up several Sri Lanka White-eyes, bettering our
views from the previous day, as we did with Dull-blue Flycatcher and Yellow-eared
Bulbul, these three species being very common at this elevation. Here we also had Large-
billed Leaf Warbler, another Greenish Warbler, Green Warbler, Velvet-fronted
Nuthatch, Sri Lanka Wood Pigeon, Bar-winged Flycatcher-shrike, and another couple of
Indian Blackbirds.
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Then we headed onto the plains, a rather unique habitat in Sri Lanka, and we soon found Hill
Swallow, numerous Pied Bush Chats, Zitting Cisticola, Paddyfield Pipit, Indian Jungle
Crow, Cinereous Tit, and Common Kestrel.

As we drove down the mountain and back to our hotel for lunch and a rest, a few stops gave
some very impressive landscape views, and we picked up a few bits and pieces, but nothing
unexpected, although we did get our best looks to date of Ashy Prinia and another female-
type Kashmir Flycatcher.

A relaxed afternoon was in store after our early start, so we headed back up the mountain in
search of one or two target birds. It felt a bit cooler by now, certainly compared to the
previous afternoon, and activity was low, although a couple of Sri Lanka Bush Warblers,
Sri Lanka White-eyes, and Yellow-eared Bulbuls were found. Our attention was drawn to a
begging call, and we located a family group of the restricted-range, near-endemic, fairly rare,
and localized Black-throated Munia. We then set our sights on one final attempt to see Sri
Lanka Thrush. After around an hour or more of scanning and waiting and listening for the
give-away call (that by now we’d become very familiar with) a bird dropped into view
briefly, before alighting on a fallen tree trunk showing fantastically, but again briefly.
Eventually the bird dropped down to some water and drank/foraged along the water’s edge,
allowing for prolonged views of this spectacular bird — one of the hardest of Sri Lanka’s
endemic birds to see. We were ecstatic, especially after not seeing it earlier in the day or
during our time at Sinharaja, despite hearing it there too. We decided the day could not get
any better, so we headed back to the hotel to relax some more. Our work here was done!

Sri Lanka Thrush

Day 11, 15" January 2017: Nuwara Eliya to Kandy

We had a later start this morning, making our descent from the high hills back down to the
mid hills. We were woken by the sound of Sri Lanka Junglefowl (again), and after breakfast
commenced our journey, making a stop to take a tour of a tea factory, where we heard
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Common Hawk-Cuckoo and saw plenty of Pied Bush Chats and several rather pretty
Chestnut-headed Bee-eaters. We then continued our journey to our hotel near Kandy, where
we enjoyed yet another wonderful Sri Lankan meal.

We took a relaxed late-afternoon walk around and near the grounds of our countryside hotel,
where we found a few interesting birds such as Sri Lanka Grey Hornbill, Sri Lanka Green
Pigeon, Sri Lanka Wood Pigeon, Indian Pitta, Tawny-bellied Babbler, Tickell’s Blue
Flycatcher, Black-hooded Oriole, Oriental White-eye, Small Minivet, White-bellied
Drongo (the white-bellied ‘insularis’ subspecies), and Crimson-fronted Barbet. We also
practiced our phone-scoping technique on some rather cooperative Alexandrine Parakeets
that were having a pre-roost gathering in some beautiful late-afternoon light.

As night fell a couple of Common Hawk-Cuckoos started singing, but by this time it was
too late to chase after them. One for tomorrow!

Sri Lanka Grey Hornbill

Day 12, 16" January 2017: Kandy to Katunayake, where the tour concluded

On our final morning of the tour we were awoken before it was light by the dawn chorus of
Common Hawk-Cuckoos. As soon as it was light enough to see we found a couple of birds
that showed well near our rooms.

We took a pre-breakfast walk around our well-wooded hotel grounds, and a few flowering
and fruiting trees held Sri Lanka Grey Hornbill, Southern Hill Myna, Crimson-fronted
Barbet, Yellow-fronted Barbet, Brown-headed Barbet, Jerdon’s Leafbird, Sri Lanka
Green Pigeon, Alexandrine Parakeet, Orange Minivet, Bar-winged Flycatcher-shrike,
and Indian Jungle Crow. Indian Pitta and Brown-breasted Flycatcher were foraging on
the forest floor, but the real highlight of the morning was the insanely colorful Oriental
Dwarf Kingfisher that gave prolonged views.
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We spent the remainder of the morning relaxing around the hotel and packing our bags, ready
to head down to Katunayake for our respective departures back home. As we waited for lunch
a mixed flock of swifts flew overhead, including our first Alpine Swifts of the tour and our
final new bird of the trip, species number 243. Little Swift and Indian Swiftlet made up the
majority of the swift flock but a few Asian Palm Swifts were also noted. At least two Ashy
Woodswallows were also in attendance.

After another filling lunch we made our way to Katunayake, where the tour concluded. We
said fond farewells to our excellent local guide and new friend Lester, who had worked so
hard to find us all the above species, as well as being great fun to be around and learn from.
Without Lester’s knowledge and expertise this tour would not have been the great success it
was. We also said goodbye to our driver Christy, who navigated us safely all around the Sri
Lankan road network and even found us a few good birds! Thank you to you both!

© Andy Walker/Birding Ecotetirs 2017
Oriental Dwarf Kingfisher
(Phone-scoped team effort: Lester’s Swarovski scope, Bill’s Samsung phone, taken by Andy)
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Sri Lanka 2017: Bird, Mammal, and Reptile Lists

SRI LANKA BIRD LIST JANUARY 2017

Bold = country endemic. Status: | = Introduced, NT = Near-threatened, VU =
Vulnerable, EN = Endangered

Common Name - 10C 6.04 Scientific Name (10C 6.04 Trip
ANSERIFORMES

Ducks, Geese and Swans Anatidae

Lesser Whistling Duck Dendrocygna javanica 1

Cotton Pygmy Goose Nettapus coromandelianus 1

Northern Pintail Anas acuta 1

Garganey Anas querquedula 1
GALLIFORMES

Pheasants and allies Phasianidae

Sri Lanka Spurfowl Galloperdix bicalcarata 1

Sri Lanka Junglefowl Gallus lafayettii 1

Indian Peafowl Pavo cristatus 1
CICONIIFORMES

Storks Ciconiidae

Painted Stork - NT Mycteria leucocephala 1

Asian Openbill Anastomus oscitans 1

Lesser Adjutant - VU Leptoptilos javanicus 1
PELECANIFORMES

Ibises, Spoonbills Threskiornithidae

Black-headed Ibis - NT Threskiornis melanocephalus 1

Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus 1

Eurasian Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia 1

Herons, Bitterns Ardeidae

Yellow Bittern Ixobrychus sinensis 1

Cinnamon Bittern Ixobrychus cinnamomeus 1

Black Bittern Dupetor flavicollis 1

Black-crowned Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax 1

Striated Heron Butorides striata 1

Indian Pond Heron Ardeola grayii 1

Eastern Cattle Egret Bubulcus coromandus 1

Grey Heron Ardea cinerea 1

Purple Heron Ardea purpurea 1

Great Egret Ardea alba 1

Intermediate Egret Ardea intermedia 1

Little Egret Egretta garzetta 1

Pelicans Pelecanidae

Spot-billed Pelican - NT Pelecanus philippensis 1
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SULIFORMES

Cormorants, Shags

Phalacrocoracidae

Little Cormorant Microcarbo niger 1
Indian Cormorant Phalacrocorax fuscicollis 1
Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo 1
Anhingas, Darters Anhingidae
Oriental Darter - NT Anhinga melanogaster 1
ACCIPITRIFORMES
Kites, Hawks and Eagles Accipitridae
Crested Honey Buzzard Pernis ptilorhynchus 1
Crested Serpent Eagle Spilornis cheela 1
Changeable Hawk-Eagle Nisaetus cirrhatus 1
Legge's Hawk-Eagle Nisaetus kelaarti 1
Rufous-bellied Hawk-Eagle Lophotriorchis kienerii 1
Black Eagle Ictinaetus malaiensis 1
Crested Goshawk Accipiter trivirgatus 1
Shikra Accipiter badius 1
Brahminy Kite Haliastur indus 1
White-bellied Sea Eagle Haliaeetus leucogaster 1
Grey-headed Fish Eagle - NT Haliaeetus ichthyaetus 1
GRUIFORMES
Rails, Crakes and Coots Rallidae
Slaty-legged Crake Rallina eurizonoides 1
Slaty-breasted Rail Gallirallus striatus 1
White-breasted Waterhen Amaurornis phoenicurus 1
Ruddy-breasted Crake Porzana fusca 1
Watercock Gallicrex cinerea 1
Grey-headed Swamphen Porphyrio poliocephalus 1
Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus 1
CHARADRIIFORMES
Buttonquail Turnicidae
Barred Buttonquail Turnix suscitator 1
Stone-curlews, Thick-knees Burhinidae
Indian Stone-curlew Burhinus indicus 1
Great Stone-curlew - NT Esacus recurvirostris 1
Stilts, Avocets Recurvirostridae
Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus 1
Plovers Charadriidae
Yellow-wattled Lapwing Vanellus malabaricus 1
Red-wattled Lapwing Vanellus indicus 1
Pacific Golden Plover Pluvialis fulva 1
Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola 1
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Common Ringed Plover

Charadrius hiaticula

Little Ringed Plover

Charadrius dubius

Kentish Plover

Charadrius alexandrinus

Lesser Sand Plover

Charadrius mongolus

Painted-snipes

Rostratulidae

Greater Painted-snipe

Rostratula benghalensis

Jacanas

Jacanidae

Pheasant-tailed Jacana

Hydrophasianus chirurgus

Sandpipers, Snipes

Scolopacidae

Temminck's Stint

Calidris temminckii

Black-tailed Godwit - NT Limosa limosa 1
Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus 1
Common Redshank Tringa totanus 1
Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatilis 1
Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia 1
Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus 1
Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola 1
Terek Sandpiper Xenus cinereus 1
Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos 1
Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres 1
Little Stint Calidris minuta 1

1

1

Curlew Sandpiper - NT

Calidris ferruginea

Gulls, Terns and Skimmers

Laridae

Brown-headed Gull

Chroicocephalus brunnicephalus

Gull-billed Tern

Gelochelidon nilotica

Caspian Tern

Hydroprogne caspia

Greater Crested Tern

Thalasseus bergii

Little Tern

Sternula albifrons

Common Tern

Sterna hirundo

Whiskered Tern

Chlidonias hybrida

White-winged Tern

Chlidonias leucopterus

COLUMBIFORMES

Pigeons, Doves

Columbidae

Rock Dove

Columba livia

Sri Lanka Wood Pigeon - VU

Columba torringtoniae

Eurasian Collared Dove

Streptopelia decaocto

Spotted Dove

Spilopelia chinensis

Common Emerald Dove

Chalcophaps indica

Orange-breasted Green Pigeon

Treron bicinctus

Sri Lanka Green Pigeon

Treron pompadora

Green Imperial Pigeon

Ducula aenea

: Cuculidae

CUCULIFORMES
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Cuckoos Cuculidae

Green-billed Coucal - VU Centropus chlororhynchos 1

Greater Coucal Centropus sinensis 1

Red-faced Malkoha - VU Phaenicophaeus pyrrhocephalus 1

Jacobin Cuckoo Clamator jacobinus 1

Asian Koel Eudynamys scolopaceus 1

Banded Bay Cuckoo Cacomantis sonneratii 1

Grey-bellied Cuckoo Cacomantis passerinus 1

Common Hawk-Cuckoo Hierococcyx varius 1

Lesser Cuckoo Cuculus poliocephalus 1
STRIGIFORMES

Owls Strigidae

Serendib Scops Owl - EN Otus thilohoffmanni 1

Indian Scops Owl Otus bakkamoena 1

Spot-bellied Eagle-Owl Bubo nipalensis 1

Brown Wood Owl Strix leptogrammica 1

Jungle Owlet Glaucidium radiatum 1

Chestnut-backed Owlet - NT Glaucidium castanotum 1
CAPRIMULGIFORMES

Frogmouths Podargidae

Sri Lanka Frogmouth Batrachostomus moniliger 1

Nightjars Caprimulgidae

Jerdon's Nightjar Caprimulgus atripennis 1

Indian Nightjar Caprimulgus asiaticus 1
APODIFORMES

Treeswifts Hemiprocnidae

Crested Treeswift Hemiprocne coronata 1

Swifts Apodidae

Indian Swiftlet Aerodramus unicolor 1

Brown-backed Needletail Hirundapus giganteus 1

Asian Palm Swift Cypsiurus balasiensis 1

Alpine Swift Tachymarptis melba 1

Little Swift Apus affinis 1
TROGONIFORMES

Trogons Trogonidae

Malabar Trogon Harpactes fasciatus 1
CORACIIFORMES

Rollers Coraciidae

Indian Roller Coracias benghalensis 1

Kingfishers Alcedinidae

Stork-billed Kingfisher Pelargopsis capensis 1

White-throated Kingfisher Halcyon smyrnensis 1
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Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis 1

Oriental Dwarf Kingfisher Ceyx erithaca 1

Pied Kingfisher Ceryle rudis 1

Bee-eaters Meropidae

Green Bee-eater Merops orientalis 1

Blue-tailed Bee-eater Merops philippinus 1

Chestnut-headed Bee-eater Merops leschenaulti 1
BUCEROTIFORMES

Hoopoes Upupidae

Eurasian Hoopoe Upupa epops 1

Hornbills Bucerotidae

Malabar Pied Hornbill - NT Anthracoceros coronatus 1

Sri Lanka Grey Hornbill Ocyceros gingalensis 1
PICIFORMES

Asian Barbets Megalaimidae

Brown-headed Barbet Psilopogon zeylanicus 1

Yellow-fronted Barbet Psilopogon flavifrons 1

Crimson-fronted Barbet Psilopogon rubricapillus 1

Coppersmith Barbet Psilopogon haemacephalus 1

Woodpeckers Picidae

Brown-capped Pygmy Woodpecker Yungipicus nhanus 1

Yellow-crowned Woodpecker Leiopicus mahrattensis 1

Lesser Yellownape Picus chlorolophus 1

Red-backed Flameback Dinopium psarodes 1

Crimson-backed Flameback Chrysocolaptes stricklandi 1

White-naped Woodpecker Chrysocolaptes festivus 1
FALCONIFORMES

Caracaras, Falcons Falconidae

Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus 1
PSITTACIFORMES

Old World Parrots Psittaculidae

Plum-headed Parakeet Psittacula cyanocephala 1

Layard's Parakeet Psittacula calthrapae 1

Alexandrine Parakeet - NT Psittacula eupatria 1

Rose-ringed Parakeet - | Psittacula krameri 1

Sri Lanka Hanging Parrot Loriculus beryllinus 1
PASSERIFORMES

Pittas Pittidae

Indian Pitta Pitta brachyura 1

Woodshrikes and allies Tephrodornithidae

Bar-winged Flycatcher-shrike Hemipus picatus 1

Sri Lanka Woodshrike Tephrodornis affinis 1
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Woodswallows, Butcherbirds and allies | Artamidae

Ashy Woodswallow Artamus fuscus 1

loras Aeqithinidae

Common lora Aegithina tiphia 1

Marshall's lora Aegithina nigrolutea 1

Cuckooshrikes Campephagidae

Black-headed Cuckooshrike Coracina melanoptera 1

Small Minivet Pericrocotus cinnamomeus 1

Orange Minivet Pericrocotus flammeus 1

Shrikes Laniidae

Brown Shrike Lanius cristatus 1

Figbirds, Orioles Oriolidae

Black-hooded Oriole Oriolus xanthornus 1

Drongos Dicruridae

White-bellied Drongo Dicrurus caerulescens 1

Sri Lanka Drongo Dicrurus lophorinus 1

Fantails Rhipiduridae

White-browed Fantail Rhipidura aureola 1

Monarchs Monarchidae

Black-naped Monarch Hypothymis azurea 1

Indian Paradise Flycatcher Terpsiphone paradisi 1

Crows, Jays Corvidae

Sri Lanka Blue Magpie - VU Urocissa ornata 1

House Crow Corvus splendens 1

Indian Jungle Crow Corvus culminatus 1

Fairy Flycatchers Stenostiridae

Grey-headed Canary-flycatcher Culicicapa ceylonensis 1

Tits, Chickadees Paridae

Cinereous Tit Parus cinereus 1

Larks Alaudidae

Ashy-crowned Sparrow-Lark Eremopterix griseus 1

Jerdon's Bush Lark Mirafra affinis 1

Oriental Skylark Alauda gulgula 1

Bulbuls Pycnonotidae

Black-capped Bulbul Pycnonotus melanicterus 1

Red-vented Bulbul Pycnonotus cafer 1

Yellow-eared Bulbul - NT Pycnonotus penicillatus 1

White-browed Bulbul Pycnonotus luteolus 1

Yellow-browed Bulbul Acritillas indica 1

Square-tailed Bulbul Hypsipetes ganeesa 1

Swallows, Martins Hirundinidae

Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica 1
M
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Hill Swallow

Hirundo domicola

Red-rumped Swallow

Cecropis daurica

Sri Lanka Swallow

Cecropis hyperythra

Leaf Warblers and allies

Phylloscopidae

Green Warbler

Phylloscopus nitidus

Greenish Warbler

Phylloscopus trochiloides

Large-billed Leaf Warbler

Phylloscopus magnirostris

Reed Warblers and allies

Acrocephalidae

Clamorous Reed Warbler

Acrocephalus stentoreus

Blyth's Reed Warbler

Acrocephalus dumetorum

Sykes's Warbler

Iduna rama

Grassbirds and allies

Locustellidae

Sri Lanka Bush Warbler - NT

Elaphrornis palliseri

Cisticolas and allies

Cisticolidae

Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis 1
Grey-breasted Prinia Prinia hodgsonii 1
Jungle Prinia Prinia sylvatica 1
Ashy Prinia Prinia socialis 1
Plain Prinia Prinia inornata 1
Common Tailorbird Orthotomus sutorius 1
Babblers Timaliidae

Sri Lanka Scimitar Babbler

Pomatorhinus melanurus

Tawny-bellied Babbler

Dumetia hyperythra

Dark-fronted Babbler

Rhopocichla atriceps

Fulvettas, Ground Babblers

Pellorneidae

Brown-capped Babbler

Pellorneum fuscocapillus

Laughingthrushes

Leiothrichidae

Orange-billed Babbler - NT

Turdoides rufescens

Yellow-billed Babbler

Turdoides affinis

Ashy-headed Laughingthrush - VU

Garrulax cinereifrons

Svlviid Babblers

Sylviidae

Lesser Whitethroat

Sylvia curruca

Yellow-eyed Babbler

Chrysomma sinense

White-eyes

Zosteropidae

Oriental White-eye

Zosterops palpebrosus

Sri Lanka White-eye

Zosterops ceylonensis

Nuthatches

Sittidae

Velvet-fronted Nuthatch

Sitta frontalis

Starlings, Rhabdornis

Sturnidae

Sri Lanka Hill Myna - NT

Gracula ptilogenys

Southern Hill Myna

Gracula indica

Common Myna

Acridotheres tristis
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White-faced Starling - VU Sturnornis albofrontatus 1
Rosy Starling Pastor roseus 1
Thrushes Turdidae

Pied Thrush Geokichla wardii 1
Spot-winged Thrush - NT Geokichla spiloptera 1
Sri Lanka Thrush - NT Zoothera imbricata 1
Indian Blackbird Turdus simillimus 1
Chats, Old World Flycatchers Muscicapidae

Indian Robin Copsychus fulicatus 1
Oriental Magpie-Robin Copsychus saularis 1
Asian Brown Flycatcher Muscicapa dauurica 1
Brown-breasted Flycatcher Muscicapa muttui 1
Tickell's Blue Flycatcher Cyornis tickelliae 1
Dull-blue Flycatcher - NT Eumyias sordidus 1
Indian Blue Robin Larvivora brunnea 1
Sri Lanka Whistling Thrush - EN Myophonus blighi 1
Kashmir Flycatcher - VU Ficedula subrubra 1
Pied Bush Chat Saxicola caprata 1
Leafbirds Chloropseidae

Jerdon's Leafbird Chloropsis jerdoni 1
Golden-fronted Leafbird Chloropsis aurifrons 1
Flowerpeckers Dicaeidae

Legge's Flowerpecker - NT Dicaeum vincens 1
Pale-billed Flowerpecker Dicaeum erythrorhynchos 1
Sunbirds Nectariniidae

Purple-rumped Sunbird Leptocoma zeylonica 1
Purple Sunbird Cinnyris asiaticus 1
Loten's Sunbird Cinnyris lotenius 1
Old World Sparrows, Snowfinches Passeridae

House Sparrow Passer domesticus 1
Weavers, Widowbirds Ploceidae

Streaked Weaver Ploceus manyar 1
Baya Weaver Ploceus philippinus 1
Waxbills, Munias and allies Estrildidae

White-rumped Munia Lonchura striata 1
Scaly-breasted Munia Lonchura punctulata 1
Black-throated Munia Lonchura kelaarti 1
Tricolored Munia Lonchura malacca 1
Wagtails, Pipits Motacillidae

Forest Wagtail Dendronanthus indicus 1
Western Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava 1
Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea 1
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White Wagtail Motacilla alba 1
Richard's Pipit Anthus richardi 1
Paddyfield Pipit Anthus rufulus 1
Blyth's Pipit Anthus godlewskii 1
TOTAL 243
SRI LANKA MAMMAL LIST JANUARY 2017
Common Name - IUCN Scientific Name (IUCN Trip
CHIROPTERA
Pteropodidae
Indian flying fox Pteropus giganteus 1
PRIMATES
Cercopithecidae
Togue macaque Macaca sinica 1
Southern grey langur Semnopithecus priam thersites 1
Purple-faced langur Trachypithecus vetulus 1
CARNIVORA
Herpestidae
Indian grey mongoose Herpestes edwardsi 1
Brown mongoose Herpestes fuscus 1
Ruddy mongoose Herpestes smithii 1
PROBOSCIDEA
Elephantidae
Asian elephant Elephas maximus 1
CETARTIODACTYLA
Cervidae
Chital Cervus axis 1
Sambar Rusa unicolor 1
Northern red muntjac Muntiacus vaginalis 1
Bovidae
Wild water buffalo Bubalus arnee 1
RODENTIA
Sciuridae
Layard's palm squirrel Funambulus layardi 1
Common palm squirrel Funambulus palmarum 1
Dusky-striped squirrel Funambulus sublineatus 1
Sri Lankan giant squirrel Ratufa macroura 1
LAGOMORPHA
Leporidae
Indian hare Lepus nigricollis 1
TOTAL 17
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SRI LANKA REPTILE LIST JANUARY 2017

Common Name Scientific Name Trip
TESTUDINES
Trionychidae

Indian flapshell turtle Lissemys punctata 1
Testudinidae

Indian star tortoise Geochelone elegans 1
SQUAMATA
Gekkonidae

Common house gecko Hemidactylus frenatus 1
Scincidae

Keeled Indian mabuya Eutropis carinata lankae 1
Varanidae

Common Indian monitor Varanus bengalensis 1

Common water monitor Varanus salvator 1
Agamidae

Common green forest lizard Calotes calotes 1

Common garden lizard Calotes versicolor 1

Wiegmann's agama Otocryptis wiegmanni 1
Viperidae

Sri Lankan green pitviper Trimeresurus trigonocephala 1
CROCODYLIA
Crocodylidae

Mugger Crocodylus palustris 1

TOTAL 11

M
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